ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SIXTY-FIRST SESSION

BILL NO. 61-30
INTRODUCED BY: Rodriguez (RCAH) SECONDED BY: Lucas (JMC)

A BILL TO: Support and Advocate for the Passage of The Fair Chance Access to
Housing Act (HB.4878)

THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY ENACT:

WHEREAS, The Michigan Fair Chance Access to Housing Act (HB.4878) is a bill that would
prohibit landlords from discriminating against potential tenants with criminal
convictions; and,

WHEREAS, The bill would limit the use of criminal background checks by landlords in housing
applications' and prohibit questioning about criminal history with exceptions for
federal law requirements or laws related to sex offenders?; and,

WHEREAS, In Michigan, nearly three million people have active criminal records’, and
formerly incarcerated people are ten times more likely to be unhoused*; and,

WHEREAS, In Michigan, People of Color are disproportionately incarcerated at a rate 6.5 times
higher than white people’ and landlords often use conviction histories to
discriminate against Black applicants,® applying different screening policies to
white applicants’; and,

WHEREAS, In 2019, Detroit City Council passed Fair Chance at Housing legislation, in 2020,
Kalamazoo passed similar legislation, and in 2021 both Ann Arbor and Jackson
passed similar legislation®; and,
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https://housedems.com/aiyash-introduces-michigan-fair-chance-access-to-housing-act/
https://perma.cc/G8AT-Y2AH
https://vera-advocacy-and-partnerships.s3.amazonaws.com/Vera%20and%20Nation%20Outside_MI%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://vera-advocacy-and-partnerships.s3.amazonaws.com/Vera%20and%20Nation%20Outside_MI%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/disparities2021/MI_racial_disparities_2021.html
https://perma.cc/2JST-EEJC
https://perma.cc/V7MW-DCL4
https://www.jdp.com/blog/house-bill-4878-michigan-legislators-considering-renters-bill-of-rights/
https://vera-advocacy-and-partnerships.s3.amazonaws.com/Vera%20and%20Nation%20Outside_MI%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://vera-advocacy-and-partnerships.s3.amazonaws.com/Vera%20and%20Nation%20Outside_MI%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf

WHEREAS, In April, Lansing City Council passed a Resolution in favor of HB.4878’; and,

WHEREAS, The right to adequate housing is a human right recognized by international law,
which includes security of tenure, affordability, accessibility, etc.'’; and,

WHEREAS, Discrimination against formerly incarcerated people is a barrier to housing access,
economic stability, and public safety, and contributes to the prison-to-homelessness
pipeline''; therefore be it,

RESOLVED, That the Associated Students of Michigan State University shall advocate for and
support the passage of the Fair Chance Access to Housing Act (HB.4878); and let it
be further,

RESOLVED, That the Associated Students of Michigan State University shall allow for support
to be shown through means such as written statements, letters of endorsement, and
advocacy with legislators.
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https://www.nationoutside.org/housingnothurdles#:~:text=The%20Michigan%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20provides%20critical,use%20of%20criminal%20background%20checks.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/housing#:~:text=The%20right%20to%20adequate%20housing%20is%20a%20human%20right%20recognized,an%20adequate%20standard%20of%20living.
https://www.nationoutside.org/housingnothurdles#:~:text=The%20Michigan%20Fair%20Chance%20Access%20to%20Housing%20Act%20provides%20critical,use%20of%20criminal%20background%20checks.

